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NOTES ON SOME NEW YORK PLANTS 

W. C. Muexscher and Bassett Maguire 

(Plate 213) 

During the summer of 1930 the writers had an opportunity to 
make observations on tin* distribution of a number of the less com¬ 
mon plants in several localities, chiefly in northern New York. Notes 
are here recorded on a few of the collections made which appear to 
represent additions to the known flora of New York State, or because 
they extend our knowledge concerning the distribution of some spe¬ 
cies in the State. 

Alisma Geyeri Torr. Mostly submerged in shallow water. Rather 
common in silt overlying bedrock along the St. Lawrence River: 
Chimney Island, Ogden Island, Waddington and Polly’s Gut, St. 
Lawrence County; near the mouth of the St. Regis River, Franklin 
County. Previously reported from near Ogdensburg and Chaumont, 
Jefferson County. 1 

Rumen Acetosa L. This weed has been naturalized in a number 
of localities in New York. In Cortland and Broome Counties, in 
the valley of the Tioughniouga River, it is very abundant, especially 
between Blodgetts Mills and Whitney Point, a distance of about 20 
miles. In early June many of the permanent or old meadows along 
this river appear reddish on account of the abundance of this weed. 

Lychnis Elos-Cuciju L. Occurring as a weed in a clover field 
east of Marathon, Cortland Countv. In other localities in the State 
where this has become naturalized it occurs chieflv in moist meadows. 

A 

Erucastrum galmcum (Willd). Schulz. A weed on waste ground 
near the dock in Plattsburg, Clinton County. Before 1920 this weed 
was known in this state only from Tompkins County. Since then 
the senior author has collected it in Cayuga County (192.")), Living¬ 
ston County 1920) and Erie County (1928). 

Subularia aquatic A L. This little submerged plant was found 
in fruiting condition in 3 to 7 decimeters of water off the north end of 


1 Female!, M. L. and K. M. WieKand. Rhodora 25: 205-214. 1923. 
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Piseco Lake, Hamilton County. Collected l>y 0. I. Curtis <in</ L. II. 
MacDauirls, October 11, 1030. Apparently not previously recorded 
front New York State. 

Podostemon Ckratophyllum Micltx. Forming a dense inosslike 
growth, attached by fleshy disc-shaped processes to rocks on the 
bottom of very swiftly running streams: rapids of the Grass River; 
below Massena, St. Lawrence County; rapids of St. Regis River 
below Hogansburg, in cascades of Chateaugay River below Chateau- 
gay Chasm, Franklin County (Plate 213). Previously reported 2 only 
front Watertown (Gray, 1843), Newburgh (Halsted, 



and 

Oneida County (Haberer, UK)o). This plant is apparently not as rare 
in New York State as the previous collections indicate; the inac¬ 
cessibility of its habitat, in very swiftly running water, probably 
accounts for the few collections made. In the St. Regis River station 
the river had been diverted temporarily on account of some con¬ 
struction work for a power canal, so as to expose the bed rock. Re¬ 
tween 2 and 3 acres of the river bottom were covered with almost a 
solid mat of Podostemon. The plants were mostly past the flowering 
stage, but fruits were abundant. 

Huphorbia Cypakiksias L. The production of seeds bv this 


naturalized weed has been considered of rare occurrence. 3 In about 
40 stations where this species was examined by the senior author, 
seeds were found in only three: along a roadside bank west of Pots¬ 
dam, St. Lawrence Countv; on a sandv bank beside Bav Pond, 
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Franklin County; on several adjoining farms between Cedarville and 
Columbia Center, Herkimer County. At tin* last station this species 
is a troublesome weed on at least SO acres on one farm, not to mention 
the adjoining farms. 

Hippuris vulgaris L. The submerged form was found associated 
with Rotaniogiton pert hiatus L., /’. Richardson u (A. Benn.) Rydb. 
and I idlisucria amcricana Miehx. in 1 to 3 meters of water in the St. 
Lawrence River; below Ogdensburg; Waddington, St. Lawrence 
County; between the mouths of the Paquette and St. Regis Rivers, 
Franklin Countv. Also in mud near shore in the last two localities. 

t 

No flowers or fruits were found. Reported as infrequent across the 
northern part of the State. 

Myriopiiyllum Farweli.ii Morong. Specimens with fruits answer¬ 
ing the description of this species were common in shallow water in 

Bradlev Pond, Clinton Countv. 

Odontites rubra Gilib. In sandy soil along roadside and in a 
field near a cemetery east of Chateaugay, Franklin County. Natural¬ 
ize! 1 from Hu rope in northeastern Canada and Maine. Apparently 
not recorded previously from New York State. 

Ambrosia psilostachya DC. This western weed was found well 
established over several acres in dry sandy fields and along both 

2 House, H. I). New York State Museum Bulletin 254: 375. 1924. 

•Deane, W. Khodoka 12: 57—61. 1910. 
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